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ANISHINABEK GRAND COUNCIL DECISIONS REGARDING ThEIR NATION 

J u l y  28 - 30, 1981 

1. The band a s  a  community i s  t h e  b a s i c  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
u n i t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  

2. The Chief  and Counc i l  o f  t h e  band a r e  t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  of  
government. They draw t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  and a u t h o r i t y  from 
t h e  peop le  of t h e  band,  n o t  from any o t h e r  power o r  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  

3. The Grand Counci l  i s  t h e  lawmakers of  t h e  n a t i o n .  I t  i s  
composed of  two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of each  band. One o f  
t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  shou ld  be t h e  C h i c f ,  though t h e  
appointment of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  Grand Counc i l  is a 
m a t t e r  i n t e r n a l  t o  each band. 

. There  s h a l l  a l s o  be f o u r  Grand C h i e f s  who a r e  chosen by 
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  e a c h  of t h e  f o u r  r e g i o n s .  The 
Grand C h i c f s  s h a l l  be members of  t h e  Crnnd Counc i l .  

There  s h a l l  a l s o  be one Grand Counci l  Ch ic f  who s h a l l  be 
chosen by t h e  Grand Counc i l ,  and s h a l l  be a  member of  t h e  
Grand Counci l .  

There  s h a l l  a l s o  be e i g h t  e l d e r s  who s h a l l  moni to r  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n s  of  t h e  Crand Counc i l ,  and s h a l l  h e l p  t h e  
Grand Council  work toward agreement and u n i t y .  There 
s h a l l  be two such e l d e r s  from each o f  t h c  f o u r  r e g i o n s .  

4.  The Grand Counc i l  s h a l l  r each  i t s  d e c i s i o n s  by consensus .  
A q u e s t i o n  t o  be p l a c e d  b e l o r e  t h e  C r a ~ r d  Counc i l  s h a l l  be  
s t a t e d  by  t h e  e l d e r s  o r  t h e i r  spokesmu~l. The q u e s t i o n  
s h a l l  then  be  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  c o u n c i l  o f  e a c h  r e g i o n ,  
w i t h  t h e  Grand Chief  o f  t h a t  r e g i o n  n o t i n g  agreement o r  
d isagreement  and h e l p i n g  t o  f i n d  a g r e c a c n t .  Each r e g i o n  
s h a l l  theh  s t a t e  i t s  o p i n i o n  t o  t h e  Grand C o u n c i l ,  and 
t h e  e l d e r s  s h a l l  s t a t e  whether  t h e y  s e e  agreement .  I f  
e a c h  of  the  r e g i o n a l  c o u n c i l s  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  01 
t h e  Grand Counc i l  as s t a t e d  b y  the  e l d e r s ,  t h e  Crand C o u n c i l  
may proceed t o  o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  

5. When t h c  Grand C o u i c i l  i s  n o t  i n  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  Execu t ive  
C o u n c i l ,  cornposed of t h e  Gr;rnd C h i c f s  and t h e  Grand C o u n c i l  
C h i e f ,  s h a l l  a c t  as t h e  spokcs~nan 1.0:- tlrc n a t i o n  on m a t t e r s  
which t h c  Crand Council a u t h o r i z e s  them t o  s p e a k ,  and as 
a g e n t s  f o r  t h e   ration i n  m a t t e r s  which tire Grand ~ o c n c i l  
a u t h o r i z e s  them t o  ac t  upon 



6. The p r e s e n t  s t a f f  of t h e  Union of O n t a r i o  I n d i a n s  s h a l l  
a c t  a s  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  of t h e  Grand Counci l .  

The Anishinabek have two l e v e l s  of government: t h e  
Band Counci l  and t h e  Grand Counci l .  While i t  i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  t he  Grand Counci l  s h a l l  d e a l  w i t h  m a t t e r s  of a  
n a t i o n a l  n a t u r e  w h i l e  t h e  band c o u n c i l s  s h a l l  d e a l  wi th  
l o c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  i t  i s  not  c l e a r  e x a c t l y  how t h e  powers 
of  government a r e  t o  be d i v i d e d  between t h e  two l e v e l s .  
The Grand Counci l  dec ided  t o  c o n s i d e r  which of t h e  powers 
o f  government shou ld  be e x c l u s i v e  t o  e a c h  l e v e l ,  which 
powers a r e  t o  be s h a r e d ,  and how s h a r i n g  shou ld  t ake  
p l a c e ,  a t  t h e i r  r e g i o n a l  c o u n c i l s .  
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