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U N I O N  OF ONTARIO INDIANS 
ALL CHIEFS MEETING 

J U L Y  3 0 ,  1979 
PARK PLAZA HOTEL, TORONTO 

The meeting opened wi th  a  p rayer  by Chief F l o r a  Tabobondung. 

The P r e s i d e n t ,  DEL RILEY,  opened t h e  meeting,  and made some comments 

a s  t o  t h e  reasons  why t h i s  meeting w a s  c a l l e d .  This  was mainly t o  

g ive  t h e  Chiefs  and Counc i l l o r s  t o  d i s c u s s  some of  t h e  agenda i t e m s  

f o r  t h i s  A l l  On ta r io  Chiefs  Conference. He a l s o  announced t h a t  t h e  

Chairman and Co-Chairman w i l l  be Chief Norm S t in son  and Chief Camille 

Chiblow, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

DEL RILEY advised  t h a t  one of  t h e  t o p i c s  he re  w i l l  be t h a t  of  t h e  

formation of a  5 t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  Ontar io .  H i s  p e r sona l  op in ion  of 

t h a t  was Ontar io  should remain wi th  t h e  4 o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  

e x i s t .  He gave a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  of  how t h e  4 o r g a n i z a t i o n s  came about .  

Sa id  t h i s  could go on and on,  b u t  a t  some p o i n t  w e  have t o  p u t  a  s t o p  

t o  it. DEL aga in  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  h i s  pe r sona l  op in ion ,  and t h a t  

t h e  Chiefs  and Counci ls  he re  should exp res s  t h e i r  own f e e l i n g s  about  

t h i s  when t h e  t o p i c  comes up. 

CHIEF NORM STINSON then took over  t h e  c h a i r .  He reques ted  t h a t  a l l  

t h e  d e l e g a t e s  i n t roduce  themselves.  He welcomed a l l .  

He then  went over  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  agenda, and asked i f  anyone wanted 

any changes. Discuss ion a l s o  took p l ace  on t h e  A l l  Onta r io  Chiefs  

agenda. C H I E F  CAMILLE CHIBLOW remarked t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  couple  of 

y e a r s  of  t h e  A l l  On ta r io  Chiefs  meeting,  he was d i sappo in t ed  i n  how 

t h e  Union of  Ontar io  I n d i a n s '  Ch ie f s  p resen ted  themselved. Sa id  

w e  were n o t  ready - and t h a t  he was one of  t h e  people who reques ted  

t h a t  t h e  Union Ch ie f s  m e e t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  meeting t o  p repare  ou r se lves .  

He mentioned h i s  concerns;  one being t h e  MNR Guidel ines  - suggested 

t h a t  t h e  Union should s t i c k  t o  i t s  p o s i t i o n .  Another one being t h e  

format ion of t h e  5 t h  o rgan iza t ion .  He advised t h a t  h i s  f e e l i n g s  

were t h e  same a s  t h a t  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  Del Ri ley .  Sa id  t h a t  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  should n o t  fund ano the r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Another 

i t em he f e l t  should be d i scussed  was t h e  On ta r io  Nat ive  Education 

Council .  H e  suggested t h a t  t h e  motion suppor t ing  t h i s  Council  a t  

t h e  l a s t  Union gene ra l  assembly should be r e sc inded ;  t h i s  was a  

h a s t y  d e c i s i o n .  C H I E F  CHIBLOW then  asked t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  if t h e r e  



should  be a  r e s o l u t i o n  passed r e q u e s t i n g  Noel S t a r b l a n k e t  t o  remain 

a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Na t iona l  I nd i an  Brotherhood.  H e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

s t a t emen t  made by M r .  S t a r b l a n k e t  d u r i n g  t h e  t r i p  t o  England. 

CHIEF STINSON t h e n  r eques t ed  t h e  o p i n i o n s  of  t h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  who 

went t o  England, f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h o s e  who d i d n ' t  go on t h e  t r i p .  

They each gave t h e i r  op in ions .  The consensus  was t h a t  a t  f i r s t  t h e r e  

was some d i sappoin tment  i n  n o t  s e e i n g  t h e  Queen, b u t  i n  t h e  end ,  most 

came back w i t h  a  good f e e l i n g  t h a t  t hey  had r ece ived  a  l o t  of s u p p o r t  

from d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .  Two recommendations came o u t  o f  t h i s :  

1) t h a t  Ed Broadbent of t h e  Na t iona l  New Democratic P a r t y  be s e n t  a  

t e legram commending him f o r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  Pa r l i amen t  t o  recog- 

n i z e  t h e  Ind i an  d e l e g a t i o n ;  2 )  was t h a t  Noel S t a r b l a n k e t  g e t  s u p p o r t  

from t h e  Ind i ans  of  On ta r io  t o  remain a s  P r e s i d e n t  ( a l t hough  t h e r e  was 

mixed f e e l i n g ,  i n  t h a t  he  showed weakness i n  announcing he  was q u i t -  

8 
t i n g  a t  a c r i t i c a l  t i m e ) .  

MOTION #1: Chief  Norman Aguonie, Sheguiandah 
M r .  R i e l  Bouchard, Pays P l a t  

THAT, w e ,  t h e  Ch ie f s  of t h e  Union of  O n t a r i o  

I n d i a n s ,  suppo r t  Noel S t a r b l a n k e t ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  

Na t iona l  I nd i an  Brotherhood,  i n  h i s  t e r m  o f  

o f f i c e ;  

AND FURTHER THAT w e  s u p p o r t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

i n  t h e  s t a n d  t aken  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p a t r i a t i o n  

of  t h e  B.N.A. A c t  and o t h e r  i s s u e s  t h a t  

a f f e c t  t h e  I n d i a n  peop le  o f  Canada. 

CARRIED. 

8 F u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  took p l a c e  on Na t iona l  I n d i a n  Brotherhood regard-  

i n g  On ta r io  membership. I t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  shou ld  be more rep-  

r e s e n t a t i o n  - t h e r e  should  be ano the r  s e a t  f o r  O n t a r i o  c o n s i d e r i n g  

t h e  popu la t i on .  Anather t h i n g  was t h a t  O n t a r i o  i s  n o t  g e t t i n g  i t s  

f a i r  s h a r e  o f  funding,  and t h a t  M r .  S t a r b l a n k e t  shou ld  be r eques t ed  

e t o  suppo r t  Onta r io .  



Chief  Henry P e l t i e r ,  Wikwemikong 
Chief  Wayne Parnajewon, Shawanaga 

WHEREAS t h e  Government Funding i n  Canada 

i s  u n f a i r l y  d i v i d e d  P r o v i n c i a l l y ;  

AND WHEREAS O n t a r i o  does  n o t  r e c e i v e  f a i r  

r e c o g n i t i o n  a t  t h e  Execu t ive  Counc i l  l e v e l  

of  t h e  Na t i ona l  I n d i a n  Brotherhood;  

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT w e ,  t h e  Union o f  

O n t a r i o  ~ n d i a n s  r e q u e s t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n d i a n  Brotherhood,  Noel S t a r b l a n k e t ,  

t o  a s s i s t  t h e  f o u r  ( 4 )  O n t a r i o  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

P r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  

above s i t u a t i o n .  

CARRIED. 

8 CHIEF JAMES MASON, Saugeen, r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  why such an  

e l a b o r a t e  h o t e l  was chosen f o r  t h i s  meet ing (Park  P l a z a ) .  H e  made 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no p e r  diems f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  

RAY MARTIN r e p l i e d  t h a t  it was t h e  C h i e f s  of  O n t a r i o  who made t h e s e  

d e c i s i o n s ,  t h a t  h e  had n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  it. CHIEF MASON sugges ted  

t h a t  n e x t  y e a r  t h e  C h i e f s  have an  i n p u t  i n t o  where t o  h o l d  t h e  meet ing.  

CHIEF STINSON s a i d  pe rhaps  t h i s  cou ld  be d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  

assembly o f  t h e  A l l  C h i e f s .  H e  t h e n  asked  Chief  Mason t o  d r a f t  up 

a  motion t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

Discuss ion  con t i nued  abou t  t h e  p e r  diems and who was go ing  t o  pay 

f o r  t h e  l odg ings  f o r  coming i n  one day e a r l i e r .  RAY MARTIN e x p l a i n e d  

t h e  r ea son  f o r  c a l l i n g  t h e  Union C h i e f s  i n  one day e a r l i e r ,  and t h i s  

was f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  Union C h i e f s ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  g e t  1 d a y ' s  

8 
p e r  diem ($75 .00) .  



Chief James Mason, Saugeen 
Chief Henry Peltier, Wikwemikong 

THAT we, the Chiefs of the Union of Ontario 

Indians, express our dissatisfaction in the 

selection of the site of the All Ontario 

Chiefs Conference 1979, as arranged by the 

Chiefs of Ontario Office; 

The Reason Being: The facilities are too 

costly and that the Conference dollars could 

have been put to better use for the benefit 

of the Chiefs of Ontario. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the All Ontario 

Chiefs Conference 1980 be held in an estab- 

lishment that is less costly than the present 

facilities; 

AND FURTHER THAT there be consultation with 

the four (4) recognized Indian Associations 

before a site is selected. 

CARRIED. (This Motion was not put to the floor) 

The next item up for discussion was the 5th organization, namely, 

Ontario Indian Reserves Association. The Chairman requested-the 

opinions of the delegates on this. CHIEF STINSON expressed his own 

concerns in the formation of another organization in Ontario. He said 

if they have the same aims and objectives, they could always join 

any one of the 4 existing organizations. Furthermore, it would cut 

into the funding of these associations. CHIEF CAMILLE CHIBLOW agreed 

with the Chairman, as did CHIEF FLORA TABOBONDUNG, CHIEF LAWRENCE 

8 MADAHBEE, ETHER DELEARY AND BEN WAWIA. Suggestion was made by CHIEF 

MADAHBEE that the newly-formed organization be asked to join the 

Union or any of the other three organizations. 



B MOTION # 4 :  Chief Lawrence Madahbee, Sucker Creek 
Chief Camille Chiblow, Mississauga 

WHEREAS a 5th Organization would financially 

jeopardize the existing 4 Organizations; 

WHEREAS the Independent Bands in Ontario have 

similar aims and objectives as those of the 

Union of Ontario Indians and the other organiz- 

ations; And because they do have similar 

aims and objectives, we, the Chiefs of the 

Union of Ontario Indians reject the recommen- 

dation to recognize the Organization known as 

the Ontario Indian Reserves Association; 

However, we extend an invitation to the 

Independent Bands to 3oin the Union of Ontario 

Indians as a fifth Region with all the powers 

of our present Regions; 

AND FURTHER THAT if this is not satisfactory, 

that they join one of the other present 

Organizations better suited to their needs in 

order to better express their views. 

CARRIED. 

The meeting then adjourned for lunch. 



AFTERNOON SESSION 

CHIEF CAMILLE CHIBLOW announced t h a t  t h e  a f t e rnoon  s e s s i o n  would be 

c h a i r e d  by BEN WAWIA and AUBREY COPPAWAY, Vice-Pres iden ts ,  Lake 

Super ior  and Southeas t  Region, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

PAUL WILLIAMS, D i r e c t o r ,  Righ ts  and Trea ty  Research,  was reques ted  

t o  speak on t h e  MNR Guidel ines .  H e  r aad  from t h e  MNR Guide l ines  by 

Min i s t e r  Auld. PAUL s a i d  - we have our  own Guide l ines ,  n o t  on ly  on 

hunt ing  and f i s h i n g ,  b u t  on t r a p p i n g ,  s n a r i n g ,  g a t h e r i n g  of r i c e ,  

t r a d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s .  H e  s a i d  t h e s e  r i g h t s  were n o t  given o r  c r e a t e d  

by t h e  government of Canada, t hose  r i g h t s  e x i s t e d  be fo re  t h e  European 

n a t i o n s  came. These g u i d e l i n e s  w e r e  taken from r e s o l u t i o n s  by Ch ie f s  

made throughout t h e  p a s t  cen tury .  These g u i d e l i n e s  were s e n t  t o  a l l  

Bands. There would be cop ie s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  Union Chiefs  du r ing  

t h e  course  o f  t h i s  meeting. PAUL r ead  through p o i n t  by p o i n t  of 

t h e s e  g u i d e l i n e s .  Also,  PAUL advised  of t h e  Judgment, June 2 0 ,  1979, 

8 by t h e  Federa l  Court  of Canada concerning t h e  Court  Case of some Band 

members o f  t h e  Robinsen-Huron T r e a t y  Region. There would be cop ie s  

made a v a i l a b l e  of  t h e s e  a l s o .  Discuss ion took p l a c e  on problems 

i n  va r ious  a r e a s  of hunt ing  and f i s h i n g .  

MOTION #5:  - Chief F l o r a  Tabobondung, Pa r ry  I s l a n d  
Chief C l i f f o r d  Meness, Golden Lake 

THAT we accep t  t h e  Union of On ta r io  I n d i a n s '  

p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Sta tement  of Pc!licy: 

Ind ian  Rights  of Hunting, F i sh ing ,  Trapping 

and Gather ing;  

AND THAT w e  t h e  S t a t u s  Ind ians  of Ontar io  

r e j e c t  completely t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Guide l ines  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  Hunting and F i sh ing .  

CARRIED. 



MOTION #6 : M r .  Dan Simpson, A l d e r v i l l e  
Chief F lo ra  Tabobondung, Pa r ry  I s l a n d  

THAT w e ,  t h e  Chiefs  of t h e  Union of Ontar io  

Ind ians ,  suppor t  Paul  Will iams,  D i r e c t o r ,  

Righ ts  and Trea ty  Research,  t o  appea l  t h e  

Federa l  CouEt d e c i s i o n  i n  connect ion wi th  

Rabinson-~uron  Trea ty  Hunting and F i sh ing  

cases, and t h a t  M r .  W i l l i a m s  t a k e  t h i s  

c a s e  t o  a  h igher  c o u r t .  

CARRIED. - 

Discussion then  took p l a c e  on t h e  On ta r io  Nat ive  Education Council  

(ONEC).  The consensus w a s  t h a t  a h a s t y  d e c i s i o n  w a s  made a t  t h e  

Union A l l  Chie fs  Assembly i n  suppor t ing  it. The fo l lowing  motion 

w a s  then made: 

MOTION #7: Chief Henry P e l t i e r ,  Wikwemikong 
Chief F lo ra  Tabobondung, Par ry  I s l a n d  

THAT w e ,  t h e  Ch ie f s  of t h e  Union of  Ontar io  

Ind ians ,  hold  t h e  motion i n  abeyance, t h a t  

w a s  passed a t  t h e  Union of  Ontar io  Ind ians  

A l l  Chie fs  Conference (1979) i n  suppor t  of 

t h e  Ontar io  Native Education Counci l ,  u n t i l  

t h i s  i s s u e  has  been brought  t o  t h e  f l o o r  

a t  t h i s  A l l  Onta r io  Chiefs  Conference. 

CARRIED. 

PATRICK MADAHBEE, D i r e c t o r  Spor t s  & Recrea t ion ,  then  made an appea l  

t o  t h e  Chiefs  and Counci ls  regard ing  t h e  program, a s  he expla ined  

t h e r e  were 4 o p t i o n s  as  t o  what d i r e c t i o n  t h i s  program could t ake .  

H e  descr ibed  t h e  5-year p l an  which had been p u t  t o g e t h e r  by t h e  fou r  

Assoc i a t i ons ,  and t h a t  i n p u t  had come from t h e  Band l e v e l s .  



Chief Lawrence Madahbee, Sucker Creek 
Chief  Ray Rogers,  S a r n i a  

THAT w e ,  t h e  Ch ie f s  o f  t h e  Union of  On ta r io  

I n d i a n s ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  5-year Ooan f o r  t h e  

S p o r t s  and Rec rea t i on  Program, a s  p r e s e n t e d  

by t h e  D i r e c t o r ,  P a t r i c k  Madahbee, and 

THAT w e  d i r e c t  M r .  Madahbee t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

a l l  p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  admin i s t r a -  

t i o n  of  t h i s  Program, which would be m o s t  

b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  peop l e ,  and THAT 

he  r e p o r t  back t o  t h e  C h i e f s  and Counc i l s  

1 w i t h  h i s  recommendations. 

1 CARRIED. 

ALAN ROY, D i r e c t o r ,  Hea l th  and Environment, spoke b r i e f l y  on t h e  

Hea l th  program. 

The Chairman, CHIEF NORM STINSON, sugges ted  t h a t  a  l e t t e r  of  appre-  

c i a t i o n  be s e n t  t o  t h e  Leader o f  t h e  NDP thank ing  him f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  

he gave t o  t h e  C h i e f s '  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  England. 

MOTION # 9 :  - -- Chief Ter ry  Henry, Chippewas o f  t h e  Thames 
Chief  Lawrence Madahbee, Sucker Creek 

WE HEREBY RESOLVE THAT w e ,  t h e  Ch ie f s  of  t h e  

Union of  O n t a r i o  I n d i a n s ,  r e cogn ize  and 

show a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  Leader of  t h e  New 

Democratic P a r t y  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t  i n  o u r  

journey t o  England 

AND FURTHER THAT w e  r e q u e s t  M r .  D e l  R i l e y ,  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Union of  On ta r io  I n d i a n s ,  

t o  p u t  t h i s  i n  w r i t i n g  and p r e s e n t  it t o  

M r .  Ed Broadbent p e r s o n a l l y .  

CARRIED. 



The S e c r e t a r y  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  and 

a r r a n g e  f o r  a  Board meet ing t h e  n e x t  day a t  noon, a t  which t i m e  

t h e r e  would be d i r e c t i v e s  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t a k e  t h e  t h e  Cab ine t  

M i n i s t e r s .  

MOTION # l o :  Chief  Ray Rogers,  S a r n i a  
Chief  Henry P e l t i e r ,  Wikwemikong 

THAT t h e  meet ing be ad journed .  

CARRIED. 
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