Mno-waawiindandaa Anishinaabe Giizhigad!
Let's celebrate Anishinaabe Day!

June 6

The Anishinabek Nation is celebrating Anishinaabe Giizhigad on June 6 to honour our
past, present, and future. In the simplest terms, we are strengthening our Nation and
providing a good future, an Anishinaabe future, for our children.
Our greatest strength is our Anishinaabe ways: our language, culture, history, and
traditions. This is how we have survived genocide and this is how we will strengthen
our people and ensure our future. We have much to celebrate!
On November 17, 2021, the Anishinabek Nation Leadership Council proclaimed June 6
as Anishinaabe Giizhigad our very own national holiday.
June 6 commemorates the proclamation of the Anishinaabe Chi-Naaknigewin
(Anishinabek Nation Constitution) by the Anishinabek Nation Grand Council, held at
the Roundhouse in Sheguiandah First Nation on June 6, 2012.
The adoption of the Anishinaabe Chi-Naaknigewin was then confirmed by The Pipe
Ceremony and so, it is a sacred commitment to live according to Anishinaabe
principles and law. Our principles and laws are expressed in the Preamble of the
Anishinaabe Chi-Naaknigewin. The Preamble, Ngo Dwe Waangizid Anishinaabe (One
Anishinaabe Family) was guided, created, and gifted to us by our Elders and provides
the spirit and intent, and the vision and purpose of the Anishinaabe Chi-Naaknigewin.
Ngo Dwe Waangizid Anishinaabe states:
“Creator placed Anishinaabe on the Earth along with the Gift of Spirituality.
Here on Mother Earth, there were Gifts given to Anishinaabe to look after: Fire,
Water, Earth, and Air.
The Creator also gave Anishinaabe Seven Sacred Gifts to guide them. They are: Love,
Truth, Respect, Wisdom, Humility, To Live a Good Life, and Bravery.
Creator gave us sovereignty to govern ourselves.
We respect and honour the past, present and future.”
To live according to Anishinaabe principles and law, we must acquire and practice
Anishinaabemowin (Language) and Anishinaabe Inaadziwin (Culture), always. This is
the source of Anishinabek nationhood, identity, and pride.
This is how we provide for future generations. This is why we will celebrate June 6
each year.

“ We should celebrate on June 6th; that is our national holiday, not June 21,”
- The Late Anishinabek Nation Head Getzit Gordon Waindubence Shiikenh-baa

