
 

COVID-19 Update – May 5, 2020 
 

Indigenous 

• Anishinabek News Articles 

o Book review: Bear Island: The War at Sugar Point 

• Kettle and Stony Point First Nation announced on Monday the opening of a new COVID-19 
assessment clinic at the Kettle and Stony Point Health Centre; something Chief Jason Henry says 
will help the community avoid a potentially devastating outbreak. Residents will no longer have 
to make a lengthy trip to Sarnia or Petrolia to get tested. 

• Indigenous leaders of First Nations on Manitoulin Island say they want to work with non-
Indigenous leaders to calm tensions over travel restrictions they've put in place to protect their 
elders and vulnerable members from COVID-19. Tensions have been rising since April 25 when 
M'Chigeeng First Nation Chief Linda Debassige and council restricted non-essential travel through 
their community. The restrictions involve Highway 540 and Highway 551 which both run through 
the First Nation. 

Provincial 

• Ontario processed 10,654 COVID-19 tests yesterday, using just over half of the capacity for testing 
in the province. Ford said today that this is the result of some regional medical officers simply not 
performing, and that he will be contacting those medical officers to ask why. 

• Ontario recorded 387 new cases and 61 deaths due to the novel coronavirus yesterday.  

• Ontario Liberal Leader Steven Del Duca is urging Premier Ford and Prime Minister Trudeau to 
provide aid to municipal governments immediately.  

• Premier Ford said today that mental health supports made available by the previously announced 
$12 million investment into virtual mental health is being rolled out this week, at no cost to 
patients. Supports include peer support groups and access to mental health workers. 

• The provincial government has established a Mental Health and Addiction COVID-19 Response 
Table to ensure that available supports are maintained throughout the pandemic. 

• Premier Ford will speak with regional mayors in cottage country on Thursday about allowing 
cottage owners to use their properties. 

• The Premier told the public today that the current hydro subsidy will be extended, with a more 
detailed announcement coming later this week. 

• The Premier hinted towards further loosening of restrictions today when he stated that those 
living in apartments and condos will be able to enjoy the outdoors over the May long weekend. 

 

http://anishinabeknews.ca/2020/05/05/book-review-bear-island-the-war-at-sugar-point/


 

Federal 

• Prime Minister Trudeau said yesterday his government is not yet sure whether it should release 
a 2020 budget in light of the rapidly changing economic landscape caused by the novel 
coronavirus pandemic. 

• A case of COVID-19 confirmed in Nunavut last week has turned out to be a false positive. 

• Conservative Leader Andrew Scheer says that as provinces begin to ease up on COVID-19 
restrictions, Parliament should also return to a normal routine. The House of Commons is 
currently in session with MPs meeting three times per week, twice virtually and once in person, 
in the form of a special COVID-19 committee.  

• Prime Minister Trudeau announced today that the federal government is investing $252 million 
towards helping the agri-food sector. This includes $77 million for food processors to protect the 
security and safety of workers, buy PPE, and comply with sanitary measures and social distancing. 
The remaining $125 million will work through the National Agri Recovery Initiative to adjust to 
changes in the marketplace of pork and cattle production.  

• On help for the agri-food sector, Trudeau emphasis that support released today is only an initial 
investment, and more funding will be added if necessary. 

• The Prime Minister additionally committed to providing a $220 million credit line to dairy 
producers. The government has also established a Surplus Food Purchasing Program, with $50 
million in funding to begin its efforts. Through this, the government will buy large quantities of 
products and redistribute them to address food insecurities. 

• According to the Prime Minister, 90 per cent of the country’s usual temporary foreign workers 
have arrived to work in Canada.  
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