
 

COVID-19 Update - April 17, 2020 
 

Indigenous 

• New regulations are now in place to allow current First Nation Chiefs and Councils the option of 
extending their term of office in order to maintain leadership while following physical distancing 
restrictions by not holding an election during the pandemic. 

• Westbank First Nation in British Columbia is taking steps to minimize the impact of rent 
increases and evictions during the COVID-19 pandemic. Retroactive to April 6th, rent increases, 
notices to end, and all other Residential Premises Law related hearings have been 
administratively deferred until further notice. 

• A seven acre solar power farm in Manitoba is officially up and running in Fisher River Cree 
Nation. The first nation says it’s the largest in the province, and the first Indigenous-owned 
utility scale solar farm in Canada. Over the next 30 years, the 3 000 panel, seven acre solar farm 
will be selling power to Manitoba Hydro.  

Provincial 

• Last night, Premier Ford issued an emergency order offering childcare services to workers in group 
homes, homeless shelters, child welfare, and women and youth shelters. It also includes power 
and waste workers, RCMP officers, Canada Post workers, border services officers, and those 
manufacturing medical equipment. 

• The province has established a new partnership with Apple and Rogers for our school boards to 
purchase 21 000 iPads with free, wireless data for our students. These iPads will be deployed to 
families in need, and will have Ontario’s new learning software preloaded.  

• Uber has made a donation of $6 million to Sick Kids Hospital and other organizations. 

• Bell Canada has donated 375,000 face masks to Ontario. 

• Medical officials will be announcing new modelling for the province on Monday. 

• Premier Ford said today that he is committed to increasing wages for long-term care workers 
through collaboration with the federal government. 

• The Ministry of Health is working to update their data-tracking system. 

• Minister Elliott has confirmed that her team is working to find a solution to billing issues 
experienced by doctors during the pandemic. 

• A coalition of childcare advocates is calling on the province to offer financial assistance to 
providers across Ontario to ensure none close as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Almost 16,000 people have complained about pandemic price gouging since Premier Doug Ford 
launched a reporting portal three weeks ago. 

• Toronto Public Health has built its own coronavirus data-tracking system, saying that Ontario’s 
province-wide system is out-dated and inefficient. 

• A second healthcare worker in Ontario died last night after contracting COVID-19. 



 

 

Federal 

• Approximately 125 members of the Canadian Armed Forces with healthcare training will be 
providing support to workers in long-term care facilities in Quebec. 

• Bell Canada has donated 1.5M N95 masks to Canada. Ottawa is working to get them to frontline 
workers as soon as possible. 

• Alberta, Saskatchewan, BC, and Newfoundland and Labrador will receive additional support for 
workers from the federal government. 

• Ottawa will invest $1.7 billion to clean up orphan and inactive wells in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 
British Columbia. This will create immediate jobs in these provinces and prevent bankruptcies 
while also meeting environmental goals. 

• Prime Minister Trudeau has announced a $750 million Emission Reduction Fund, focused on 
methane, to create and maintain jobs. This includes $75 million to help offshore industries cut 
emissions in Newfoundland in the form of repayable contributions to companies in the sector. 
These initiatives are expected to maintain 10 000 jobs across Canada. 

• Ottawa is also working with the Business Development Bank of Canada and Export Development 
Canada to expand credit support for at-risk energy companies so that they may continue business 
and keep employees on the payroll. 

• $962 million is being invested into regional development agencies and the Community Futures 
Network to support small businesses in rural companies and those who do not have a traditional 
relationship with the financial sector. 

• $270 million will be given to Futurpreneur and the Industrial Support Research Program, which 
will help innovators and start-ups that do not qualify for the wage subsidy. 

• Ottawa is investing $500 million to Heritage to support artists, creators, and athletes. This will 
include wage support and access to funding for liquidity problems. 

• Over 7.5 million payments have been made through the CERB to date. 

• Correctional Service Canada has released its first federal inmate due to medical vulnerability to 
COVID-19. 

• Canada has reached an agreement with the United States to keep the border closed for at least 
another 30 days. 

• Elections Canada has assembled a working group to study how best to hold a general election in 
the event the federal minority government falls while the country is still suffering from the 
pandemic. 
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