
 

COVID-19 Update - April 15, 2020 
 

Indigenous 
• Indigenous Services Canada: The call for proposals for COVID-19 prevention projects under the 

Indigenous Community Support Fund is now closed. The deadline to submit a proposal was 
Monday, April 13, 2019 at 11:59 p.m. Eastern time. 

Provincial 

• Doctors in the province won’t be able to bill the Ministry of Health for telemedicine services for 
several more weeks.  

• Questions have been raised about a directive issued by the province’s top doctor to allow 
essential workers who have tested positive but are asymptomatic to go back to work. 

• Reports have surfaced saying that Ontario scaled back comprehensive, annual inspections of long-
term care homes last year. In response, the provincial government says it did 2,800 inspections in 
2019, most of which were related to complaints or critical incidents. 

• Ontario completed 5,980 COVID-19 tests yesterday, and the backlog of results is now up by more 
than 2 322 cases.  

• Flavio Volpe has partnered with Mitchell Plastics to manufacture 400,000 face shields for our 
frontline and healthcare workers in Ontario. 

• Today, Premier Ford announced Ontario’s Action Plan in Long-Term Care Homes. Over the next 
24 to 48 hours, Ontario will be launching enhanced screening and testing. Government will 
strengthen protocols and provide training on infection prevention and control. Distribution of 
personal protective equipment will prioritize long-term care. 

• The province will be working with public health units to assess risk in all homes. Rapid hospital-
based deployment teams will be sent to long-term care homes when needed. All asymptomatic 
contacts of workers and residents in long-term care who have tested positive will be tested. 

• The emergency order outlined above regarding long-term care will remain in place for 14 days or 
until an extension in announced.  

• Minister Smith will speak in the coming days on protocols that will be taken to protect group 
homes. 

• Minister Phillips has been working with the federal government to provide relief to small business 
owners who could be evicted due to failure to pay April rent.  

• In response to questions regarding the Ontario Energy Board’s plans to reinstate time-of-use 
pricing by May 7th, Ford said that he will speak to the Finance Minister, Minister of Energy, and 
President of the Treasury to come up with a solution. The public can expect to hear more on this 
soon. 

• Results showing whether Ontario met its testing goal of 8,000 per day today will be released 
tomorrow. 



 

Federal 

• The Government of Canada is providing $20 million to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
to support critical food inspection that helps to ensure that Canadians will have continued access 
to safe, high-quality food. 

• The Conservative Opposition has raised concerns about the Canadian government’s reliance on 
the World Health Organization, questioning the accuracy of its data and its relationship with China 
during the current crisis. 

• Former Liberal Justice Minister Irwin Cotler, a leading international champion on human rights, is 
urging sanctions against Chinese officials who covered up early stages of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

• All parties are in talks as to how to proceed with Parliament, with Andrew Scheer advocating for 
in-person meetings. New suggestions would scrap the scheduled return of Parliament next week. 

• Trudeau announced today that the federal government will top up pay for essential workers 
earning less than $2,500 per month, including wages for long-term care workers. Ottawa will work 
with provinces and territories to boost these wages. 

• The Canadian Emergency Response Benefit has been expanded to include eligibility for individuals 
earning some income, up to $1,000 per month, and seasonal workers, as well as people who 
recently ran out of Employment Insurance benefits. 

• Trudeau will speak with all Premiers tomorrow night. 

• Relief in commercial rent for businesses and support for students will be announced in the coming 
days. 

• The federal government has signed a contract with Luminoltra, a New Brunswick-based company, 
to ramp up production and provide reagent supply for all provinces. 

• The Prime Minister announced today that Health Canada is launching an online mental health 
portal to assist people struggling during the crisis. 

• Ottawa has received a new shipment of testing swabs to support provinces. 
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