
 

COVID-19 Update - April 9, 2020 
 

A message from Anishinabek Nation Grand Council Chief Glen Hare: 
The threat the coronavirus poses on our communities and health is serious! Now is the time to 

act! Stay home unless you are an essential worker on the frontline! 
We are in times never seen before. 

We need everyone to follow the advice being given by medical professionals — no ifs, ands, or 
buts. If you are experiencing any of the coronavirus symptoms, please stay home and call your 

local health facility. 
The next few weeks are critical to trying to get a grip on the spreading of the virus. This means 

that social and physical distancing is a must. Everyone has a responsibility in this effort to flatten 
the curve. 

Miigwech to our frontline workers for their hard work in keeping us safe! 

Indigenous 

• B.C.’s First Nations Health Authority has confirmed there have been positive cases of COVID-19 
diagnosed in some Indigenous communities, though won’t say how many or where for privacy 
reasons. 

• The regional chief of the B.C. Assembly of First Nations said that, across the province, 137 band 
offices have closed and 44 First Nations have declared states of emergency. 82 of the province’s 
204 First Nations have cut themselves off from outside visitors. 

• Assembly of First Nations National Chief Perry Bellegarde said today that money earmarked for 
First Nations for a COVID-19 response so far is not proportional to the populations in their 
communities and more financial help will be needed. 

• Bellegarde is calling on Ottawa to immediately make 10 per cent of the future funding that will be 
allocated to Indigenous COVID-19 response available to help First Nations deal with the health 
and social impacts of the pandemic. 

• Greg Rickford, Minister of Indigenous Affairs of Ontario, will be member to the new Ontario Jobs 
and Recovery Committee. 

Provincial 

• Dr. Peter Donnelly, President and CEO of Public Health Ontario, has stepped aside temporarily for 
medical reasons. 

• Ontario now says every resident being admitted into long-term care or retirement homes should 
be tested for COVID-19, regardless of whether they have symptoms. 



 

• Ottawa Public Health announced new criteria for testing at a COVID-19 Assessment Clinic 
yesterday. Grocery store employees, essential workers and the families of health care workers 
who are showing symptoms of COVID-19 can now be tested at Ottawa's assessment clinic. 

• Ontario is replacing 200 000 masks in Toronto after the City had to remove 200 000 surgical masks 
from service on Tuesday due to the discovery that they failed to meet the required quality 
standards. 

• Premier Ford announced today that the provincial government is launching the Ontario Jobs and 
Recovery Committee. This committee is mandated to chart a path for the province’s economic 
recovery following the COVID-19 crisis. 

• During a press conference today, Ontario’s Minister of Finance Rod Phillips encouraged all parties 
at the federal level to work together to get people the support that they need as quickly as 
possible. This comes following reports that the federal government is facing obstacles in getting 
opposition support on wage subsidy legislation based on a disagreement about Parliament sitting 
in person to debate the topic. 

• When asked about Alberta Premier Jason Kenney’s plan to use smartphone data to enforce 
quarantine, Premier Ford said that while he would prefer to avoid a Big Brother approach, he 
thinks it is a good idea and will be asking Kenney for more details. 

Federal 

• Parliamentary Budget Officer Yves Giroux says the federal deficit could reach $184.2 billion this 
year based on the measures announced to date in response to COVID-19. A deficit of that size for 
the fiscal year that started April 1 would represent a deficit of 8.5 per cent of GDP. 

• Statistics Canada reported today that over 1 million jobs were lost in the month of March, lifting 
the unemployment rate to 7.8 per cent. 

• National projections for COVID-19 were released today showing a potential death toll of between 
4 000 and 44 000 throughout the crisis. 

• Prime Minister Trudeau said today that he is disappointed in Conservative leader Andrew Scheer 
for delaying the passing of wage subsidy legislation by asking that Parliament sit in person to 
debate the bill. 

• Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said yesterday that any effort to return Canadians to work will be 
undertaken in a “measured, graduated way” that allows for an expansion of economic activity 
without provoking further outbreaks. He says that it will be many more weeks before current 
social distancing and stay-home measures loosen up. 

• The president of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers has written to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and members of cabinet to express concern about the decision to use Amazon Canada 
to deliver vital medical supplies across the country. Jan Simpson, the CUPW president, said she is 
troubled by the decision to task "poorly paid" workers with delivering key items of medical 



 

equipment such as respirator masks, gowns, surgical gloves and other personal protective 
equipment.  

• In the first days of operation, the Canada Revenue Agency’s CERB portal has received stellar 
reviews, with people saying that their claims were processed within minutes. 

• The federal government has received 4.75 million applications for financial aid since March 15. 

• With different federal departments managing the CERB and EI, some Canadians have discovered 
that they can apply for both benefits. Ottawa has published a warning for those who unduly apply 
for both programs, saying that these people will be found, and the funds will be recouped. 
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