
 

COVID-19 Update - April 7, 2020 
 

Indigenous 

• Ontario announced a $37 million investment today committed to support outbreak planning, 
prevention and mitigation in Indigenous communities, particularly those in remote and northern 
regions. This investment will be distributed as follows: 

o $16.4 million from the Ministry of Indigenous Affairs to provide emergency funds for food, 
household goods, critical supplies, transportation, and support and care; 

o $10 million from the Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services to support 
Indigenous communities and agencies in responding to the needs of vulnerable children; 

o $7.4 million from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing to help social service 
providers, charities and non-profits delivering critical housing services to Indigenous 
people living off reserve. 

o $4 million from the Ministry of Transportation to keep services to remote and northern 
airports going, enabling the supply chain to those areas to continue.  

• The Eabametoong First Nation is calling for a military hospital in the remote Ontario Indigenous 
community after a resident tested positive for COVID-19. First Nation Chief Harvey Yesno is calling 
for this field hospital to have the capacity to allow for the isolation of 50 to 100 community 
members because of chronic housing shortages. The community also requires test kits, a safe 
testing site and increased health care staff. 

• Yesno has told reporters that the Eabametoong First Nation current has about 34 swabs for 
COVID-19 testing, 13 oxygen tanks, 271 N95 masks and 171 face shields. 

• The city of Regina has cancelled its National Indigenous Peoples Day celebration due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

Provincial 

• Ontario is launching an online portal to match and fill healthcare positions with those able to 
work. This will include retirees, internationally trained healthcare workers, and healthcare 
workers trained in other jurisdictions. Healthcare providers in need of support are encouraged to 
add job postings to the portal to be matched with workers. 

• Ontario has currently tested over 80 000 people for COVID-19 and is now able to process 
approximately 14 000 tests per day. The government is now focusing on increasing testing in areas 
where people are most vulnerable, including long-term care homes and Indigenous communities. 

• Pharmacies in Ontario are limiting medications to a 30-day supply for each individual at a time in 
order to prevent a drug shortage. The Ontario Pharmacists Association (OPA) said it worked with 
all levels of government to put the restriction in place because the industry is seeing a drug 
shortage. All provinces have opted to take this precautionary approach to flatten the drug curve 
and make sure people get the medication they need — even in smaller doses. 

https://news.ontario.ca/mirr/en/2020/04/ontario-helping-indigenous-communities-stop-the-spread-of-covid-19.html


 

• Ontario students started Phase Two of online learning as designed by the provincial government 
yesterday.  

• Worker advocates are urging the province the change worker compensation laws to make 
compensation automatic for essential employees diagnosed with COVID-19. This comes as the 
provincial workers’ compensation board has received approximately 450 applications from 
workers who believe they contracted the virus at work over the past month. 

• Doug Ford has been given the first 1 000 masks from Woodbridge as he waits for a US regulator 
to deem them equal to, or better than, the N95 level. 

• Ontario Health has ordered 300,000 face shields from Kitchener-based company InkSmith. The 
company has expanded its staff from under 10 people to over 80 to meet the demand.  

• The latest Critical Care Services Ontario daily report on the pandemic shows a province-wide 
capacity of 1,971 ICU beds equipped with ventilators. That's up from the report's previous tallies 
that showed 1,219 beds with ventilators last month. 

• Figures published by Ontario's Ministry of Health on Monday morning show 589 people 
hospitalized with confirmed cases of COVID-19. The ministry says 216 of those are in ICUs, 
including 160 on ventilators. 

• The peak in Ontario is expected to hit hospitals between April 16 and 20, with as many as 1,200 
cases of COVID-19 in the ICUs. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Federal 

• The Canada Emergency Response Benefit is open for applications to those born in April, May, and 
June today.  

• Late last night, 3M reached a deal with the United States federal government to continue to 
supply Canada with masks despite restrictions. 3M said it will import 166.5 million masks over the 
next three months. 

• Trudeau has committed to expanding the CERB to help more people, including contractors or shift 
workers whose earnings have been reduced due to COVID-19. 

• Canada has secured an order of millions of masks from Huawei, a Chinese telecommunications 
giant. 

• Trudeau said yesterday that Canadians can expect weeks or months of distancing measures 
ahead. 

• Conservative leader Andrew Scheer is calling on Ottawa to temporarily increase the Charitable 
Donation Tax Credit for 2020 and remove the capital gains tax on charitable donations. 

• In his announcement today, Trudeau thanked the 5000 companies that have stepped up and 
offered help since the beginning of the crisis’ impact on Canada. 

• Thornhill Medical, CAE, Ventilators for Canadians, and Starfish Medical have teamed up to 
produce 30 000 ventilators here in the country. 

• Nobel prize winner Dr. Art Macdonald is leading a team of scientists developing easy-to-make 
ventilators. 

• House leaders will speak today and discuss how to quickly pass wage subsidy legislation to keep 
staff on payroll. 

• Minister Blair will address concerns surrounding potential spread of the virus in federal 
correctional facilities and what is being done to address this within the next couple of days. 
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