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COVID-19 updates and policy implementations continued in both the provincial and federal 
government, including the provincial passing of legislation, details of Canada’s COVID-19 
Economic Response Plan, and continued work to expand the response to the virus from the 
healthcare system. In terms of changes to come to combat this outbreak, both levels of 
government have made it clear that nothing is off the table and they are considering any avenue 
through which we can curtail the spread. 
 
Federal 
 

• Prime Minister has confirmed that the Canadian border will be closed to non-essential 
travel at 11:59 tomorrow evening, Friday, March 20th. 

• Prime Minister suggested that any invocation of the Emergencies Act would be an 
extreme measure, but may be used if provincial powers are insufficient. The act would 
give Ottawa power to restrict certain activities and compel essential services. 

• Door remains open to invoking the Defense Production Act, which would give the federal 
government special powers to procure the necessary supplies. 

• Over 50 000 Canadians have now been tests, more than in the United States. 
• The government is building a stockpile of supplies that they can provide to provinces as 

needed. No province has asked for the federal government to provide ventilators so far.  
• Government is focused on repatriating Canadians abroad 
• Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response Plan will take 2-3 weeks to be fully implemented. 
• $25M of the money announced yesterday will go to 49 researchers and their teams in 

Canada to develop vaccines and medications 
• Blood donors are vital at this time, and you can book appointments online. 
• Retail Council of Canada is reducing hours and increasing cleaning. 

 
Provincial 
 

• 43 new cases today in Ontario. 
• As the House sat today to pass emergency legislation, two bills were passed unanimously. 

These bills include: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2020/03/canadas-covid-19-economic-response-plan-support-for-canadians-and-businesses.html


 

o An amendment to the Employment Standards Act that addresses when 
emergency leave is available to employees in cases of infectious diseases 
emergencies.  

o The Municipal Emergency Act, 2020, which provides that, during emergencies, 
members of council, local boards and committees who participate electronically 
in meetings may be counted for purposes of quorum. Additionally, an amendment 
to allow the Lieutenant Governor in Council to make regulations imposing limits 
and conditions on the powers of a municipality under s. 129 of the Municipal Act, 
2001. 

• Ontario is extending renewal of driver’s licenses, license plates and health cards in order 
to reduce in-person visits and contain the spread. 

• To protect the justice system at this time, adjustments are being made to minimize 
disruption and continue to provide responsive justice services to Ontarians. Increasing 
sanitizing of courtrooms and correctional facilities as well as providing inmates with 
proper sanitizing materials are some of the measures being taken to ensure safety. 

• To sustain efforts of the justice system while addressing health and safety concerns, 
courts and tribunals are limiting in-person proceedings and using audio and video 
conferencing to hear priority matters remotely. Courts and tribunals are also deferring 
non-urgent matters at this time. 

• Ontario will not issue any new eviction orders until further notice. Sheriff’s offices have 
been asked to postpone any scheduled enforcement of eviction set for this week. 

• Ontario will temporarily change laws to allow grocery stores to receive deliveries 24/7 in 
order to keep shelves stocked. 

• 300 more ventilators received today – the province is currently appropriately supplied 
with ventilators but is looking for ways to increase the supply. 

• Federal government is supplying Ontario with 50 000 more test kits. 
 
Indigenous 

• Indigenous Services Minister Marc Miller spoke to the readiness of Indigenous 
communities. These communities are being encouraged to engage with provincial health 
authorities about their needs, and to contact Indigenous Services Canada if their needs 
are not being met. Indigenous Services Canada is building up an independent stockpile of 
supplies that will be distributed throughout the country as required. 

 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/first-nations-covid-funds-coronavirus-1.5502062 (CBC) 

• First Nations groups welcome $305M COVID-19 Fund  
o Trudeau has announced federal spending of $305 million to help Indigenous 

groups through the COVID-19 pandemic. Details of how the funds will be used 
have yet to be released. 

o Indigenous Services are planning to use paramedics to compensate for nursing 
shortages experiences in remote First Nations areas. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/first-nations-covid-funds-coronavirus-1.5502062


 

• The Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations (FSIN), representing 74 First Nations in 
Saskatchewan, is demanding more clarity from Ottawa on how funds will be used. 

• Indigenous Services said in a media statement that the department would be expanding 
existing contracts for nursing agencies and increasing the number of available health 
personnel by using paramedics in emergency situations. 

 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/grandchief-ontario-jurisdiction-1.5497820 (CBC) 

• A Grand Chief from Ontario’s James Bay region says the “low-risk” rating in hospitals for 
dealing with COVID-19 will make his communities more vulnerable to an outbreak 

• Federal government is considering isolation tents and temporary shelters to help in the 
case of an outbreak of COVID-19 in Indigenous communities. 

 
https://www.cbc.ca/1.5502562 (CBC) 

• Canadians worried about having enough money to pay for food, rent and medication can 
expect funds in two to three weeks, Finance Minister Bill Morneau says.  

• Also said that Parliament could be recalled this weekend or early next week to pass 
legislation required to distribute the money. 
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