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Anishinabek Nation loses a 
friend in Jack Layton 

 
 
UOI OFFICES, NIPISSING FN (August 22, 2011) – The Anishinabek Nation mourn the loss of 
the Honourable Jack Layton today.  
 
Jack Layton had been the figurehead of the Federal New Democratic Party (NDP) for many 
years and often spoke out about the rights of First Nation people. “He always took the time to 
meet with us to hear our concerns.  He was honest, approachable and cared about people”, 
said Grand Council Chief Madahbee.  “He epitomized someone we all like to see in a person 
and he transcended issues from politics to the average citizen.  It is a sad day for everyone”. 
 
“On behalf of the Anishinabek Nation, Chiefs, Councilors and citizens, our sincerest 
condolences go out to the Layton family” Madahbee continued, “he was a good man and a true 
leader who we all learned to respect and admire.” 
 
The Anishinabek Nation established the Union of Ontario Indians as its secretariat in 1949.  The 
UOI is a political advocate for 39 member communities across Ontario, representing 
approximately 55,000 people.  The Union of Ontario Indians is the oldest political organization in 
Ontario and can trace its roots back to the Confederacy of Three Fires, which existed long 
before European contact.   
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For more information contact: 
 
Jody Kechego 
Policy Analyst 
Union of Ontario Indians 
Phone: (416) 735-9296 
E-mail: jody.kechego@anishinabek.ca 
www.facebook.com – add Anishinabek Nation as a “friend” 
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