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Why?
The Union of Ontario Indians is continuing the effort in advocating for the Band Representative position.  In the past there have been multiple studies conducted on the importance, function and cost.  This study will focus on discovering the actual costs of having an active band representative and the ways in which Ontario First Nations resource the position because of a lack of funding.  We want to be able to present coherent statistics that demonstrate the need for core funding for the Band Representative position.
What/How?
The study is a basic financial form which needs to be accurately filled out for the 2010/2011 fiscal year as well as some more specific qualitative questions concerning how the Band Rep function is resourced and to what extent?
Benefit to the Community?

The final report on the findings of this study will hopefully more accurately demonstrate how the Band Rep is an important part of a First Nation community child welfare strategy.  The Anishinabek Nation as an advocating body will use the information to push for a reopened negotiation for the Band Rep position, as it is legally mandated.  

Risks?
Since the nature of this study involves disclosing policy regarding Band Reps and how each individual First Nation resources the position, there may be times when monies are being disbursed from a related field which is unreported or job descriptions are altered to include the function.  In light of this, the Union of Ontario Indians is not creating a report with a First Nation breakdown.  See below for our confidentiality protocol.
Confidentiality

Since we want to have a full report on how the Band Rep position functions, we will not be identifying individual First Nations but rather a summary of the findings will focus on a statistical analysis.  Only the principal investigator and supervisor will be party to which financial information aligns with a certain community.  Every effort will be made to ensure the anonymity of the participating First Nations.

The information/data you provide will be kept in a locked desk/cabinet where only I will have access to it.  Information kept on a computer will be protected by a password. Once the study is complete, an archive of the data, without identifying information, will be maintained on our internal server.  And when the intake and analysis of the survey forms is done, the primary researcher and supervisor will destroyed or deleted the original surveys.
When?
I expect to have this study completed by the end of September. The aggregated data will be made available to all Anishinabek Nation members by mail. 
Questions about the Study
If you have questions or need more information about the study itself, please contact me at:
laura.mayer@anishinabek.ca 
Please Mail Original Form back to the UOI Head Office:

Social Services Department

Attn: Adrienne Pelletier, Director 
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CONSENT

I have read the information presented in the information letter about a study being conducted by The Union of Ontario Indians Social Services Department.
I have had the opportunity to ask questions about my involvement in this study and to receive additional details I requested.  
I have been given a copy of this form. I agree to participate in the study on my behalf of my community.
	Name
	

	Position
	

	First Nation
	

	
	

	Signature
	


You will be sent a copy of the study upon completion, thank you for your time and participation!
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